
MANAGING COURSE 
INFORMATION
Department Web Framework Users 
October 25, 2016



AGENDA

> Lessons learned
> Recent changes
> Canvas and course descriptions
> Other questions and discussion



Lessons Learned 
from Students



Most undergrads 
do not look
for courses
on department 
sites



It’s not a lost cause… somebody is 
looking at your courses info

Traffic to courses section, last six months (4/24-10/23/16)

Division Percent of 
Pageviews

Range for 
Departments

Pageviews / Total

Arts 3.77% 1.7 – 8.6% 25,945 / 688,592

Humanities 6.46% 3.2 – 10.9% 69,342 / 1,073,081

Social Sciences 4.48% 4.4 – 10% 44,380 / 991,680



Undergrads 
discover courses 
through MyPlan
and the Time 
Schedule



Other influences? Word of mouth 
and RateMyProfessor.com



How to reach more students?

> Add descriptions in MyPlan (via Canvas)
> Raise awareness of course descriptions 

on your sites
– Emails, social media, Time Schedule 

curriculum note, advisers, class 
announcements

> Build out profiles and encourage reviews 
on ratemyprofessor.com



Yes, we need more info. 

They will benefit from 
recent design and usability 
improvements too.

Graduate Students?



Recent Changes to 
Course-Related 
Features



RegID Automation



Adjust Course 
Listing Pages





Redesign Course 
Detail Pages





Include Canvas 
Course Descriptions



More about Canvas 
and Course 
Descriptions



Help and tutorials on IT Connect

> Adding syllabus descriptions
https://itconnect.uw.edu/learn/tools/canvas/use-canvas-
to-publicize-your-individual-course-description/

> Requesting access
https://itconnect.uw.edu/learn/tools/canvas/canvas-
help-for-instructors/grant-authorization-for-canvas-in-
astra/

> Lookup authorizers
https://astra.admin.uw.edu/astra/uwnetid/BudgetAuthor
izerLookup.aspx



Questions and 
Discussion



Next steps for web team re: courses

> Feedback on Canvas integration
> More student interviews
> Improvements to backend of courses system
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